BIOSECURITY AND MITIGATION PLAN EHV-1

29 April – 02 May 2021

1. OBJECTIVES
1.1. Overall objectives
- To protect FEI horses and global equestrian sports from the consequences of infectious
diseases being transmitted before, during and after FEI Events.
- To provide reassurance of the high health of equestrian sport horses to global, continental
and national veterinary authorities and organizations in order to maintain and further
improve the conditions for international movement of such horses.
1.2. Short term objective
- Minimize the risks for a restart of FEI competitions in mainland Europe after the EHV-1
outbreaks.
1.3. Long term objective
- Increase biosecurity knowledge, skills and awareness among all FEI stakeholders.
1.4. Temporary Provisions
– The measures include a series of temporary provisions, which will remain in place until 30
May 2021, providing a science-based safety margin to allow for monitoring of any further
related outbreaks. This date can be extended if required and advance notice will be provided
to the community.
1.5. Number of Horses
This protocol is based on a maximum of 550 horses, if the overall number of horses is above
550 horses (including non-FEI horses – Non-competing horses) the FEI measures will be
applied and number of isolation boxes, Vet Delegate, and any other measures depending on
the number of horses will be adapted to respect the FEI requirements.

2. PREPARATIONS OF VENUE BEFORE THE EVENT
2.1. Biosecurity plan
This event biosecurity plan is approved by the FEI and respond to “CRITICAL
MEASURES/REQUIREMENTS FOR A SAFE RETURN TO COMPETITION IN MAINLAND EUROPE
POST-EHV-1 (12 APRIL ONWARDS)” provided by the FEI.

2.2. Sign-off on biosecurity measures
This event counts more than 400 horses stabled overnight, the protocol is based on a
number of 550 horses, if more or less horses are present, the measures will be adapted
according to FEI rules. The biosecurity measures must be signed off one week in advance of
horse arrivals according to the biosecurity checklist provided by the FEI based on FEI
Regulations and temporary provisions.
2.3. Stabling set up
-

Good ventilation in permanent and temporary stables.

-

One-way systems must be respected in the aisles, so horses do not meet nose-tonose. See map of the event with circulation system. Communication and signs on the
event will be visible.

-

Grooming/saddling in the aisle area prohibited. Communication and signs on the
event will be visible.

-

Horses from the same transport to be stabled together. Information will be provided
in the mandatory form COVID-19/EHV-1 to fill per each rider before Tuesday
20/04/2021

-

Vaccinated horses will be stabled separately from unvaccinated horses. (If a
transport includes vaccinated and unvaccinated horses, they must be stabled in the
unvaccinated area.). Information will be provided in the mandatory form COVID19/EHV-1 to fill per each rider before Tuesday 20/04/2021

-

Maps of where each athlete’s horses are to be stabled will be made available to the
Vet Delegate before the arrival of the first horses. Updated map will be provided
once the horses have arrived if any changes were made to the original stable plan.

-

Cleaning and disinfecting of stables:
o No common water troughs in any stables. Individual water and feed buckets
should be used.
o Hand washing facilities and alcohol hand gels available at entry/exit points of
stables to all persons handling horses.
o Responsible person: Anthony Duplaix Boughaba

o All boxes will be sealed after cleaning and disinfection.
o Disinfection spray at key points throughout venue (entry points, stables)

Outdoor permanent stables

Outdoor non-permanent stables

2.4. ISOLATION STABLES
-

The isolation/quarantine area is separated from the non-isolated horses and from
any flow of horses. Isolation stables are outdoor stables. See map of the event.

-

Onsite isolation: according to FEI measures a minimum two individual boxes per 100
horses is required. 12 individual boxes will be available in the isolation zone.

-

A vet delegate is in charge of the isolation stables and advise the Vet Delegate
manager of any activity in this zone.

-

Disposable boot covers and disposable or washable coveralls, warm water, liquid
soap, paper towels, hand sanitizer, etc placed at the entry/exit. Protective gear must
be used within each isolation unit and changed between groups of horses within the
unit and removed prior to leaving isolation stables. (“Groups” are horses from the
same transport.)

-

Anyone working in the isolation stables (veterinarians, grooms etc) must not enter
any other stabling area without full cleaning and disinfection process.

-

No unauthorized personnel and no animals (other than the isolated horses) in or near
the isolation stables.

-

Provision for isolation overflow site to ensure that if horses transported together
need to be isolated at the same time after the examination upon arrival, there is
sufficient capacity. Preapproved external location may be used within 10 km with a
minimum of four separate units of four boxes.

2.5. VETERINARY TREATMENT & EADCMP TESTING
-

EADCMP testing to take place in each horse’s box. The Testing Veterinarian must
wear protective clothing (overall etc) and change this between horses.

-

Veterinary treatment may take place in the horse’s own box but only under
supervision of the Vet Delegate or an FEI official assigned by the Vet Delegate.

-

Should treatment boxes be used there must be a cleaning and disinfection protocol
between horses and records kept of the process.

2.6. WATER/WASHING FACILITIES
-

No common water troughs or that the hose etc. not touch buckets. (Grooms may
bring their own hoses if travelling with multiple horses, but these must not be shared
with others.). Communication and signs on the event will be visible.

-

Handwashing facilities with soap/gel available in the toilet buildings, key points as
stable manager office, entrance/exit stables, show office, bar, … Mandatory
handwashing/hand disinfection at entry/exit points of stables.

-

Readily available disinfection points for spraying equipment, footwear etc. : Stable
manager office

3. PRE-EVENT PREPARATION
-

Mandatory negative PCR test for EHV-1 for each horse. The sample must be taken no
earlier than 120 hours before arrival at the event. Negative results to be uploaded to
FEI HorseApp by the Athlete.
The horse must be sampled by a licensed veterinarian and the ID of the horse
controlled at sampling and added to the referral of the sample. The FEI ID number of
the horse and the time and date of sampling must be indicated in the lab report.
Results accepted only from an external laboratory listed by the FEI. In-house
veterinary clinic PCR results will not be accepted (See List below).

-

No entry to venue for horses that are not in compliance, nor their in-contacts,
including horses travelling on the same truck/transport. These horses will not be
accepted to get on the show. Please make sure all horses are following the process
and respect the measures provided by the FEI and the organization. The organizer
can advise some stables around, but it will be the responsibility of the rider to get in
contact and manage its horses not in compliance. It is under the rider responsibility if
no stables can host the horses. Under no circumstances will the horses be
accommodated on site.

-

Sanctions for non-compliance: Elimination from the event and non-compliant horses
required to leave the venue. Disqualification of results. Possibility for further
disciplinary sanctions. Decisions to be made by the ground jury of the event.

4. EXAMINATION ON ARRIVAL
-

Preliminary check that all the horses are in compliance: horse in the truck
corresponding to the horses declared on the FEI Invitation system, negative PCR test
for EHV-1 uploaded to FEI HorseApp by the Athlete, COVID-19/EHV-1 form filled in in
advance, provide the “Equine Health Self-Certification Form” filled in and signed by
the Athlete… Athlete/groom to provide a signed FEI self-certification of health status
for all of their horses on the event venue, including mandatory temperature
monitoring charts for the 10 days leading up to the event.

-

Horses will be unloaded from transport and examination on arrival (including
temperature taking) conducted in the horse’s allocated stable in accordance with
separate horse arrival procedure flowchart:

-

scan of the horse’s microchip to confirm; check for any other signs of infectious
disease and equine influenza vaccinations, as already indicated by VRs.

-

No entry to venue for horses that are not in compliance, nor their in-contacts,
including the horses travelling on the same truck/trucks (if group management).

-

Sanctions for non-compliance on self-certification: Fine of CHF 400 per horse.

5. ONSITE AT EVENT VENUE
5.1. Temperature taking
Temperatures of horses to be taken twice daily (morning between 6 am and 9 am /evening
between 4 pm and 6 pm) by athlete/groom and recorded on a poster displayed outside the
stable of each horse using the FEI temperature recording chart. FEI Officials to check results
twice daily. Sanctions for non-compliance.
5.2. Control of dogs
The current rule (FEI General Regulations, Article 109.13) must be more strictly enforced,
and sanctions implemented in accordance with FEI Regulations.
5.3. Personnel
- Restricted stable access. Only essential personnel allowed access to stables areas e.g.
those directly involved with horse management. Horse owners are considered
essential personnel. Athletes must not permit stable access to anyone other than
these essential personnel. Each rider has to fill in the COVID-19/EHV-1 form to
declare and justify the accredited persons. Each rider can have 2 essential personnel
accredited.
-

All FEI Officials to be instructed by the Vet Delegate on biosecurity measures with
particular focus on veterinary controls, stewarding of nosebands, boot and bandage
controls etc.

-

As requested by the FEI measures for Shows/Events with more 200 horses, 3 Vet
delegates will be present on the show (an additional Vet Delegate per each additional
200 horses). The Primary Vet Delegate will assign one of the additional VDs to
oversee biosecurity procedures.

6. DEPARTURE FROM EVENT
-

Passport will be scanned at the show office using the FEI HorseApp when giving back
the horse passport to the athlete to ensure traceability should an outbreak occur.

7. JURISDICTION (as approved by FEI Board)
-

Possibility for the FEI Secretary General to cancel competitions during an FEI Event if
there is an EHV-1 outbreak.

-

To expand the FEI’s jurisdiction and to allow the FEI to impose EHV related
requirements & restrictions against Athletes, Horses, FEI Officials, OCs at any time,
even if an FEI Event is over.

-

If an outbreak is declared by the FEI, all sick and in-contact horses should be under
FEI jurisdiction until they are released. The biosecurity measures should include
submitting GPS coordinates of the horse’s location via the FEI HorseApp >
Traceability.

8. ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR HORSE ARRIVAL PROCEDURE
-

Fill in the COVID-19/ EHV-1 form before Tuesday 20/04/2021
o Date and time of arrival
o Horses sharing the same truck
o Number of horses vaccinated or not in the truck
o Essential personnel to be accredited

-

negative PCR test for EHV-1 uploaded to FEI HorseApp by the Athlete

On arrival, at the Check Point - Stable Manager each truck has to:
-

Present the mandatory negative PCR test for EHV-1 for each horse, no earlier than
120 hours before arrival at the event.

-

Provide horse passports from the same truck (identify all horses from the
same truck and keep passports together)

-

Provide the “Equine Health Self-Certification Form filled in and signed by the Athlete.

-

Then stables will be allocated according to the initial stable plan, no changes will be
done. Any special request to group riders or any other exceptional request must be
sent to the stable manager before Wednesday 21/04/2021 midnight. Requests will
be considered but the stable manager has the right to reject them if they do not
permit the organizer to follow the rules of the protocol.

-

Unloading of horses from the truck, horses placed in allocated stables.
Athlete/Groom takes the horse's temperature in its stable under the surveillance of
an FEI Veterinarian assigned by the Veterinary Delegate (VD). FEI Veterinarian scans
the horse's microchip to establish ID, checks for any other signs of infectious disease

and equine influenza vaccinations (as indicated by FEI Veterinary Regulations) and
records the horse's temperature in the FEI HorseApp.
NO HORSE ALLOWED TO LEAVE ITS STABLE UNTIL A CORRECT TEMPERATURE
MEASUREMENT IS RECORDED

In addition to the below listed Laboratories, tests from any of the National Veterinary
Laboratories, or other Laboratories with the EHV-1 assay being certified according to ISO 17025
standard, will be accepted.
Country

Laboratories

AUT

IDEXX Vet Med Labor GmbH
Börsegasse 12/1, A-1010 Wien
AGES Institut für Veterinärmedizinische Untersuchungen Mödling
Robert Koch Gasse 17, A-2340 Mödling
LABOKLIN
Paul-Hahn-Straße 3 / BT-D / 1. Stock
A-4020 Linz
Institut für Mikrobiologie
Department für Pathobiologie
Veterinärmedizinische Universität Wien

BEL

Zoolyx - Groeneweg 17 - B-9320 Aalst

BUL

Regional Veterinary Station - Ruse LTD Testing Laboratory, Sofia

CRO

Virology Unit,
Department for microbiology and infectious diseases with
clinics,
Faculty of veterinary medicine, University of Zagreb

ESP

Laboratorio Nacional Veterinaria, Algete. Madrid.
Laboratorio Sanidad Animal Generalitat Cataluña. Lérida.
Visavet. UCM. Madrid
Exopol. Zaragoza
Laboklin. Madrid
Idexx Barcelona

FIN

laboratories Ruokavirasto, Movet and IDXX-Vetlab

FRA

LABÉO, Franck Duncombe

GBR

Rossdales Laboratories, 140 High Street, Newmarket, Suffolk,
CB8 8JS
Labor Dr. Böse
Synlab
Idexx
Laboklin
Laboratories at Veterinary Universities
Landeslabore in the regional counties
IVD Hannover

GER

IRL

Irish Equine Centre, Johnstown, Naas, Co Kildare
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Laboratories

Country
ITA

Ospedale Veterinario dell'Università di Milano
via dell'Università, 6
26900 Lodi (LO) – Italia
Dipartimento di Medicina Veterinaria
Università degli Studi di Perugia
Via San Costanz, o4 - 06126 - Perugia
Laboratorio Analisi Cliniche Lapira
Via San Simeone, 4 - 96100 Siracusa (Siracusa)
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie
Viale dell'Università n. 10 - 35020 Legnaro (Padova)
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell'Abruzzo e del Molise
Via Campo Boario - 64100 Teramo
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Mezzogiorno
Via Salute, 2 - 80055 Portici (Napoli)
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e della Toscana
Via Appia Nuova, 1411 - 00178 Roma
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e
dell'Emilia
Via A. Bianchi, 7 - 25125 Brescia
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e
Valle d'Aosta
Via Bologna, 148 - 10154 Torino
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Puglia e della
Basilicata
Via Manfredonia, 20 - 71100 Foggia
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Sardegna
Via Duca degli Abruzzi, 8 - 07100 Sassari
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Sicilia
Via Gino Marinuzzi, 3 - 90129 Palermo
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell'Umbria e delle Marche
Via Salvemini, 1 - 06100 Perugia

NED

Royal GD Deventer

POL

LABOKLIN Polska Sp. z o.o.
ul. Pirenejska 2C
01-493 Warszawa
Vet Lab Sp. z o.o.
Al. Krakowska 110/114, bud. B-55
02-256 Warszawa
Vet Lab Sp. z o.o.
ul. Wodzisławska 6
52-017 Wrocław
Vet Lab Sp. z o.o.
ul. Żeliwna 36
40-599 Katowice
INIAV - Instituto Nacional de Investigação Agrária e Veterinária,
I. P.

POR
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Laboratories

Country
SLO
SWE
TUR

Veterinary Faculty, Institute for Microbiology, Unit virology,
Gerbiceva 60, 1000 Ljubljana
Statens Veterinärmedicinska Anstalt (SVA)Mikrobiologi
SE-751 89 Uppsala
Turkish Veterinary Central Laboratory in Ankara.
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Veterinary Control Research Institute
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This form must be completed for each Horse attending any FEI Event from 12 April 2021 and
until further notice. It can be completed by the Person Responsible (PR) or their representative
(e.g. their groom) and must be shown to the FEI Veterinarian carrying out the Examination on
Arrival. Failure to properly complete, sign or submit this form will result in the imposition of a
fine of CHF400 per Horse.
Event
name:

Event date:

Horse
name:

FEI ID No.

PR:

FEI ID No.

I confirm that the abovementioned Horse does not show any of the following clinical signs:







recent cough of unknown cause
recent nasal discharge of unknown cause
enlarged lymph nodes
fever (rectal temperature of more than 38.5oC)
recent onset of neurological signs of unknown cause
diarrhea

I confirm that the abovementioned Horse:




is not under current investigation for EHV infection.
has not been in contact with and is not kept on the same premises as a horse known to
have or be under investigation for EHV.
had its rectal temperature taken before travel and the reading was less than 38.5oC.

I further confirm that the Horse’s temperature has been monitored for the preceding 10 days
and has been duly recorded in the temperature monitoring chart attached here as Annex 1.
Although it is permissible for the PR to delegate the completion and submission of this form to
a representative (e.g. their groom), the PR remains responsible for any failure to comply with
the requirements, including the completion, signature and submission of the form.
Any falsification of this form or the temperature monitoring chart may lead to the opening of
disciplinary proceedings in accordance with the disciplinary process set out in the FEI General
Regulations.

Signed
Print name:
Date:
PR

© FEI – March 2021

PR’s Representative
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Name of the Horse
Contact
Number
Contact
Number
Contact
Number

Person Responsible
Groom
Veterinarian

Is my horse healthy?

Normal health
parameters:

Remember to also look out for:
Rectal temperature:
36.5-38.5oC (98101F)

Discharge from
the eyes or nose

How much feed and
water the horse has
consumed

Respiratory rate:
8-15 breaths/min

How the horse is
standing

Changes in the
consistency and number
of droppings

Heart rate:
25-45 beats/min

The horse’s
general
appearance

If your horse has a fever or shows any signs of illness, it must be examined by a
veterinarian

Date

Temperature
(am reading)
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Temperature
(pm reading)
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Notes

Zone FEI

Isolation Area
NO ACCESS

Parkin
g
Parkin
g

Parkin
g

P4

P3

P2

Parking P1

Check Point for
mandatory Documents

Horses Shower

Hydroalcoholic Gel

Straw storage
(hydroalcoholic gel +
material disinfectant)

